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Opening Vision 
Imagine arriving along a quiet, tree-lined driveway with horses grazing peacefully in nearby 
pastures. The air is calm, the pace is slower, and the atmosphere feels welcoming and safe. 

The vision for this center is to create a place where both horses and people can experience 
peace, hope, acceptance, and a sense of home. A place where learning replaces judgment, 
curiosity replaces frustration, and where the relationship between horse and human becomes a 
source of growth for both. 

Here, horses are respected as teachers, and people are encouraged to slow down, observe, 
and develop the patience and awareness that true horsemanship requires. 

 

Introduction 
The vision for this equestrian education center began with a simple belief: when people learn to 
understand horses better, they often begin to understand themselves better as well. 

Horses respond honestly to human emotion, intention, and awareness. Because of this, they 
have a unique ability to help people develop patience, empathy, responsibility, and emotional 
balance. 

Our goal is to create a place where both horses and people can learn, grow, and thrive together. 

This center will focus not only on horsemanship skills, but on developing thoughtful, capable 
individuals who understand the responsibility of caring for animals and the land. 

 

The Heart of the Mission 
The purpose of this center is to improve the lives of horses by educating the people who care 
for them. 

Through education, community, and hands-on learning, we aim to foster: 

• responsible horse ownership​
• compassionate horsemanship​
• lifelong learning​
• stewardship of animals and land 

By helping people better understand horses, we hope to prevent many of the situations that lead 
to neglect, misunderstanding, or abandonment. 



Education is the foundation of horse welfare. 

 

Developing Good Citizens — Human and Horse 
At the center, horsemanship is about much more than riding. 

Students will learn qualities that extend far beyond the barn: 

• responsibility​
• empathy​
• awareness​
• patience​
• respect​
• emotional stability 

Horses respond best to people who are calm, aware, and emotionally balanced. As students 
learn to communicate more effectively with horses, they often develop the same qualities within 
themselves. 

These lessons help build confident individuals who are better prepared for life, work, and 
relationships. 

 

A Place to Learn and Belong 
The center is envisioned as a welcoming learning environment where people feel accepted, 
supported, and inspired. 

Visitors arriving at the property will experience a peaceful setting with horses grazing in nearby 
pastures and a community atmosphere that feels more like home than a traditional facility. 

The main educational building will serve as the heart of the center, providing space for: 

• classrooms and workshops​
• a lounge and library for learning and connection​
• rider fitness and balance training​
• independent study using horsemanship educational programs 

Learning will happen both in the classroom and alongside the horses. 

 



Education Beyond Riding 
Students will be encouraged to develop a deeper understanding of horses through both 
mounted and unmounted learning. 

Programs may include: 

• groundwork and horse communication​
• horse behavior and body language​
• horse health and welfare education​
• rider balance and biomechanics​
• responsible horse ownership 

Structured learning systems will allow students to progress through levels of knowledge and skill 
while rewarding curiosity and dedication. 

Learning continues even during bad weather, through classroom lessons, horse care education, 
and training tools such as mechanical horses that help riders improve balance without placing 
strain on the animals. 

 

Supporting Youth Through Horses 
One of the long-term goals of the center is to create opportunities for local youth to experience 
horses. 

Through community donations and sponsorships, the center hopes to provide: 

• sponsored riding lessons​
• after-school horse programs​
• summer horsemanship camps 

For many young people, the relationship with a horse can provide confidence, emotional 
support, and a strong sense of purpose. 

 

Strengthening the Horse Community 
The center is also intended to serve as a collaborative hub for horse professionals and 
educators. 

Independent specialists may provide services and educational opportunities at the facility, 
including: 



• saddle fitting​
• equine bodywork​
• hoof care and farrier services​
• equine nutrition consultation​
• veterinary care and education 

Bringing these professionals together creates a stronger support system for horses and their 
owners. 

 

Guiding Principles 
The work of this center will be guided by several simple principles that shape how we care for 
horses, teach students, and build community. 

Horse-First Thinking​
The physical and emotional well-being of the horse comes before convenience, tradition, or 
competition. 

Curiosity Over Judgment​
Understanding behavior begins with observation and thoughtful questions rather than blame or 
assumptions. 

Education Creates Better Outcomes​
The more people learn about horses, the better lives horses will have. 

Lifelong Learning​
Horsemanship is not a destination but an ongoing journey of growth for both horse and human. 

Community and Responsibility​
Caring for horses is a shared responsibility that strengthens both individuals and communities. 

 

Foundations Already in Motion 
While the full educational center is a long-term vision, several important foundations are already 
being developed. 

Educational Content and Writing​
Through articles, reflections, and stories shared on DebbieSchulte.com, the philosophy of 
thoughtful horsemanship and learning from horses is already reaching readers and horse 
owners. 



Books and Storytelling​
Projects such as The Horse Who Waited reflect the deeper lessons horses can teach about 
patience, observation, and connection. 

Community Building​
Online platforms and educational content are helping bring together people who share an 
interest in horses, learning, and responsible stewardship. 

Professional Learning and Networking​
Ongoing education and networking with horse professionals are helping build the knowledge 
and connections that will support the center in the future. 

Vision Development​
The mission, philosophy, and guiding principles of the center are actively being shaped and 
documented so that the project can grow thoughtfully over time. 

 

Looking Forward 
This vision is still in its early stages, but the foundation begins with community, education, and 
shared values. 

By bringing together people who believe in thoughtful horsemanship and lifelong learning, we 
hope to create a place where horses and humans both become better versions of themselves. 

A place of peace, curiosity, responsibility, and connection. 

 

Debbie Schulte 

Horsewoman, writer, and lifelong student of the lessons horses teach. 

“Learn it, pass the knowledge on.” 

 

For questions or collaboration inquiries, please visit the contact page at 
https://www.debbieschulte.com/contact. 

 

 

https://www.debbieschulte.com/contact
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